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Mr John Baron has attacked 
the lack of bowel cancer prr 
vent ion mtv k <•' .iv o) iM>- i. 
patients in Basildon 
Speaking at Health 
Questions in parliament yes 
terday the Tbry politician 
challenged the Health 
Secretary. Alan Johnson, 
about bowel cancer screen 
mg throughout the district 
The programme was sup 
poaed to begin nationally two 
years ago and could save lives 
by Identifying cancers early 
Each year, bowel cancer 
claims 14.000 lives across 1 
England and Wales 
Yet Mr Baron told Mr 
Johnson how he had received 
a letter from the South West 
' Inn PCT stating that no ! 
screening invitation* had 
been sent out to patients 1 
locally because Basildon 
Hospital has not yet been 
accredited far the screening 


Public inquiry into 
needs of travellers 


By JON AUSTIN 

Political reporter 

(0'UMStU*e««*CW» 

THE date has been set for 
a public inquiry Into trav 
oiler site provision In the 
east of England 
It will closely examine the 
validity of evidence which 
suggests Basildon needs an 
extra 81 legal caravan pitch 
es. Thurrock 44 and 
Southend. Rochford. Castle 
Point and Brentwood need 
15 pitches each 


□ Agencies to 
discuss number of 
pitches 

□ Residents are 
invited to take part 


The suggestion has been 
put forward by the East of 
England Regional Assembly 
and Government Office fur 
ffca K.i-t .'l England follow 
tng months of consultation 
The planning ins pec 
lorate has published a list of 


organisations likely to he 
involved in the week long 
hearing starting on October 
JO 

Mike Beiley. a member of 
Grays HU1 residents' aasocl 
at km. has also been invited 
to take part 

He said “I have been in 
some dispute with the 
regional assembly since it 
started the consultation and 
was not impressed 

“1 put my four penneth in 
and It seems to have paid 
off Putting 81 more pilches 


In Basildon is not on. and 

the way M w 


Provisional participants 
Invtted to the hearing 
include the East at England 
Regional Assembly, 

(internment Office for the 
East of 


Cray* 

Parish Council. which 
includes the maaaive unau 
thonaed Dale Farm site tn 
Its boundaries, la not on the 
Hat 


county councils, 
including Essex and other 
authorities 
Basildon. 

Thurrock. 

Cambridgeshire Police 


McPherson Davis said. "1 
helped the Essex 
Association of local roun 
cils with its submission and 
will be its representative at 
including the relevant meetings " 


The hearing 
Letchworth. Hertfordshire 
will look at regional needs. 


He said " We re two years 
into the National Bowel 
Cancer Screening Program 
me. and yet rollout in the 
East at England is lagging 
far behind other regions 
“A recent letter from my 
local primary care trust con 
firms that no hospital in 
Essex has yet been accredited 
to the programme, and there 
fore no invitations to screen 
mg have been issued locally ~ 
In response Mr Johnson 
said that he would look into 
the issue 

Commenting afterwards 
Mr Baron « tressed "1 fought 
hard to help get the screening 
programme started two years 
ago. but progress since then 
has been simply too slow 
across the East at England 
“Screening saves lives by 
catching cancer earlier and 
giving doctors more time to 
act” 



EIGHT ARRESTED IN 
VANGE POLICE RAIDS 


FROM PAGE 1 

neighbourhood polic- 
ing tram. Pltvea CID 
and the Basildon and 
Thurrock tactical team 
swooped on three 


Officers smashed the 
doors of all three 
properties in 
Swans trad. Glen mere 
and The Slades 
At the house In 
Glrnmere. police found 
black bags believed to 
be full of dried 
cannabis. 

During a search, they 
also recovered 
paraphernalia used to 
cultivate the drug 
Including hydroponic 
lamps. They arrested a 


I Raid - police make an arrest m Vange 


Picture: MAXINE CLARKE gsanuia ^I^^nJl^Ling 


a controlled drug with 
Intent to supply 
Officers also arrested a 
19 year old girl at the 
house on suspicion at 
possessing drugs. She 
was later released on 
ball. 

At The Slades, police 
searched the house and 
recovered a haul of 
what is belies ed to be 
Ecstasy tablet v 
They arrested a 45- 
year-old man on 
possession of a con 
trolled drug with 
Intent to supply He 
was later released on 
bail 

Five of the eight people 
arrested remained la 
custody at Basildon 
police station where 
they are being 
questioned. 
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